SENATE RECORD VOTE ANALYSIS

105th Comgress April 29, 1998, 11:53 am

2nd Session Vote No. 108 Page S-3740 Tem Record
NATO EXPANSION/Full Cooperation on MIAs
SUBJECT: Protocols to the North Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on the Accession of Poland, Hungary, and the Czech
Republic . . . Treaty Document 105-36. Smith (of New Hampshire)/Hutchison amendment No. 2314.
ACTION: AMENDMENT AGREED TO, 97-0
SYNOPSIS:  Treay Document 105-36, the Protocols to the North Atlantic Jreb1949 on the Accession of Poland, idary,

and the Czech Rablic, will give the Senate's advice and consent to admittiase countries as full members
to the North Atlantic TregtOrganization (NATO).

The Smith (of New Hampshire)/Hutchison amendmentvould require the President, beforemisiting the United States
instrument of ratification, to cenyithat each of thgovernments of Poland, Hgary, and the Czech Rablic were fully cogeratirg
with United States efforts to obtain the fullpsissible accountipof cgtured and missip United Statepersonnel fronpast
military conflicts or Cold War incidents, includjnby facilitating full access to relevant archival materigl;itbentifying individuals
who might possess knowlegb relative to cgtured and missimUnited Statepersonnel; andybencourging such individuals to
speak with United States Government officials.
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intelligence files of these newtemocratic nations. Unfortunagethe new leaders of these countries have been cordial but have
been somewhat stand-offish. JHeave said that tlyewould like to heb, but they are not sure that thieean find the information.

They haveyet togive Americans access to their miligantelligence files from the communist era. Therefore, we have offered the
Smith/Hutchison amendment. This amendment woutgiire the President to cestifthat these three countries were yull
cogperatirg with United States efforts to find Americans migsirom past militay conflicts or Cold War incidents before he
deposited the instrument of ratification. This amendment, in no uncertain terms, will make it clear to these three countries the
importance the United States attaches to this issue. féeour collegues to vote in favor of this amendment.

While favoring the amendment,some Senators pressed the followigreservations:

We of course favor the fullepbssible accountmof Americans who are misgjiin action, and we add that we are certain that
Poland, Hugary, and the Czech Rablic are eger to hep us as much as thean in that effort because theave a ver keen
appreciation for the need to achieve such a full accogn@ur collegues need to ke¢dan mind that these countries suffered for
50years under communist rule. Dugithat rule, thousands of their citizens "gigaared" without ay explanation; thg were
imprisoned, murdered, or hauled off to Rusgalag prisons. Just as tevant to find out what lgpened to their missgfamily
members durig communist rule, thewant to hgd Americans find their MIAs. We gort the Smith/Hutchison amendment, but
in so doirg we do not mean to iphy that we think that without the amendment that Polandgéatynand the Czech Rablic would
be uncogperative.

No arguments were expressed in opposition to the amendment.



